XII
MR. HORE-BELISHA
WHATEVER further distinctions lie ahead of him the
Right Honourable Leslie Hore-Belisha will be re-
membered as the Secretary of State for War who had
ready in the autumn of 1939 an army far greater, both
in actual strength and in the capacity for rapid ex-
pansion, than General French's Contemptible Little
Army. He will be celebrated as the man who, in dis-
regard of the claims of seniority, appointed Lord Gort
to the position of Chief of the Imperial General Staff.
These are high services for a youngish man of
forty-six to have rendered the Realm. They indi-
cate decisiveness, boldness and self-confidence. Cer-
tainly Mr. Hore-Belisha has already done enough to
remain a specially significant figure on the long scroll
of our Secretaries of State for War. But before he
held that office his earlier activities had everywhere
made his name a household word.
Indeed Hore-Belisha's name has long been "news,"
Its owner has a certain faculty for publicizing himself.
It is a striking articulation, exotic to English eyes and
ears. Without any stable information, I should say that
it would be safer to pronounce the second syllable of
the second portion to rhyme with "me" and not "I."
Clever people have suggested that the hyphen should
be advanced a single letter so that Mount Horeb and
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